
Corals and other cniderians are some of the oldest extant metazoans. As such, they have 
been dealing with viral and microbial pathogens since the pre-Cambrian. During our 
studies of coral reef microbiology, we have characterized a completely novel immune 
system used by cniderians and probably by most other macro-organism. I will discuss this 
new immune system in context of coral reef health and decline. 
 


