
Evolution in prokaryotes is a process of gene gain as well as gene loss.  Gene loss is often 
attributed to genetic drift or to the purging of deleterious genes for the given environment.  In 
this seminar, two cases will be discussed where selection has favored the loss of beneficial gene 
functions in bacteria.  One case involves carbon starvation in a heterotroph, and the second 
oxidative stress in a photoautotroph.  
 


